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PARTICIPANTS: 


Le. Due Tho, Special Adviser to DRV Delegation 
to the Paris Conference on Vietnam 
Xuan Thuy, Minister, Chief DRV Delegate to 
Paris Conference on Vietnam 
Nguyen Co Thach, Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Luu Van Loi, Delegation Member 
Trinh Ngoc Thai, Delegation Member 
Pham The Dong, Notetaker 
Nguyen Dinh Phuong, Interpreter 
Two other Delegation Members 


Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 

Ambassador William H. Sullivan, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State 

George H. Aldrich, Deputy Legal Adviser, Department 
of State 

Minister Heyward Isham, Acting Chie'f of US Delegation 
to Paris Conference on Vietnam 
Winston Lord, NSC Staff 
John D. Negroponte, NSC Staff 
David A. Engel, NSC Staff, Interpreter 
Peter W. Rodman, NSC Staff 
Miss Irene G. Derus, Notetaker 


PLACE: 


Small Meeting Room, International Conference Center 

Hotel Majestic, Avenue KLeber 

Paris 



TIME & DATE: Tuesday, January 23, 1973 

9:35 a. m. - 1:20 p. m. 

— — jft s singer: Mr. Special Adviser, you make me turn left as I come in the 
door. I was thinking of turning right and going all the way around the room. 
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- -- Duc Th ° ; Sothe opening session of the International Confe 
be on tne 26th of February. 


rence will 


Dr. Kissinger; If that is agreeable. 
Ee Duc Tho: I agree. 


m 

'Dr 1 _Kissin^erz IpFopos-e .that Minister Thach and Ambassador Sullivan 
work out a parallel note after the initialing, and I propose that we send this 
note next Monday the 29th. Is that agreeable? 

' L '~ r ' U f ^ h ° : 1 WOUld think fchat be fore sending the invitation note we should 

t C 0 " a p C , e governments that will participate in the International Conference 
to see how they will react. 

Dr. Kissinger: Informally? 

Sag-na ry, by diplomatic channels, informally, to see what reactions 
they have, and then we will send the note of invitation. 

Ki , S . S , ln ^ er: A11 right ’ Then shall we say after the initialing we will 
contact the governments and on February 1 we will send the note? 

7=T Duc Th ? -i Is ifc Possible that during your visit to Hanoi vfe will discuss 

not e C 0 ^ inwit F ^ aad after that we will s^nd the 

note of invitation? Because it is not late then. 

Dr .- Kis singe r : That is only two weeks before the Conference. Why don't 

Zorll h We b c° th aPPr ° aCh «»• governments concerned 

we can Te b d U tb ry f 1 ?■ "°“ ^ 1 messages to see whether 

we can send the formal invitation as late as February 10. 

L e __ Duc Tho: Shall we exchange views on the content of the note of invitation? 

T ~b^^|- ? ir et ^ * Um UP< DUring thiS WSek ’ ^nister Thach and 
Ambassador Sullivan will exchange ideas on the content of the note. 

Immediately after the initialing our two governments will informally approach 

the governments that are to be invited to the Conference to sound out their 

participation. We will extend the formal invitation. 
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Lg D ue Tho: So about the note of invitation fu a <. -l 

Ambassador Sullivan and Minister Thach. ’ W1 6 &greed Upon by 

Dr. Kissi 


Visit to Hanoi. Uut I have only one other prooosal *Ll 77 T* , 
obtain the answers from these governments by February 2 thetafe* T 
answers. And then the Special Adviser and I will exchaLe ides th l 

to my arrival in Hanoi. S& ldeaS throu S h 

Lo Due Tho; So and during vour in u - - * ,1 

content of the International Conference and after thaT* ‘'jT 1 ” 
invitation. and after tflat w « send the note of 

Dr. Kissinge r: Exactly, but the date is set for the 26th. [Tho nods yes. J 
The place of the Conference Wp e f *ii . , 

to let you know before the eird of this week ^ 

— Due Tho; About the place of the Confe 


in ger: We will send it after mv vi<?if toUn ■ , 

Z ° T . , er visit fco Hanoi, or during my 

■ anoi « But I have onlv onp 1 ,, __r ' 


rence ? 


Dr. Kissinger: Yes, we are considering Washington Tt L t i 

iated the fact that you did not propofe Ha^a?' V * 


appreciated 


representatives to this Conference? 


Le Due Tho: What is the level of the 
_Dr. Kissinger: What is your idea? 

—Due Tho : I think they shouLJ be Foreign Minister level. 

Dr. Kissinger: I agree. 

— Duc Tht ? - : - 1 have another question for clarification Yon -n 
a message to roughly exchange views on the content of th r 7 ^ 

Conference and then we will discuss it in Hanoi. International 

_Dr. Kissinger: I will send you our ideas h P f nJ . 0 r 

we will discuss it in Hanoi. 1 arrive ln Hanoi and then 


Le D ue Tho; I agree with 


you. 
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Dr. Kissinger: And if you have any ideas then you send me a message. 

All right? [Tho nods yes. J 

Now shall we discuss the trip to Hanoi. We were prepared to arrive on 
the i. 8th, but I understand you prefer the 10th. So I agree. I propose 
the following joint announcement. It is a slight redraft of the one you 
gave us. "The US and the DRV have agreed that Dr. Kissinger, Assistant 
to the President of the United States, will visit Hanoi from. February 10 
to the 13, 1973, to discuss with the Government of the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam the postwar relationship between the two countries and other 
matters of mutual concern. " [Hands over Tab E] 

Le Due Tho: I agree with you, Mr. Adviser. 

Dr. Kissinger: I propose we announce this on January 31 at 12:00 o'clock, 
Washington time. Or is that a bad time for you? 

Le Due Tho: It's midnight in Vietnam. 

Kissinger: Do you want to do it at 10:00 o'clock? That is the earliest 
we can do it. 

Le Due Tho; I agree, 10:00 o*clock. 

Dr, Kissinger: That is the earliest our journalists are sober. Oh, is 
Loi a journalist? 

Le Due Tho: He was a journalist. 

Kissi nger: Now I have a memorandum which embodies our understanding 
of this visit. [Aide comes in with glass of medicine for Tho. ] Whatever 
it is you are taking, I am going to start taking it after we agree. It 

obviously agrees with you. [Laughter] Will you tell me when I come to 
Hanoi ? 

Le Due Tho: Sheer water. 

Dr. Kissinger: In order to save time I will not read it to you, and perhaps 

the Minister can confirm it to Ambassador Sullivan tomorrow. It is 

essentially what we have agreed to previously. [Hands over memorandum 
at Tab F] 
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Now I have pointed out to the Special Adviser, it will not be understood 

in America if I arrive in Hanoi before any prisoners have been returned. 

So it would be important if the first group could be returned before I 
arrive in Hanoi. 

I 

Le Due Tho: My intention is that our side of the schedule of release of 
the prisoners, when you arrive in Hanoi we will release an extra number. 

_DTj — K issinger; That would be a very important gesture. 

Le Due Tho; It is your proposal* 

KiS , ing . er: It would be v ery well received in America. Here is some 
technical information about the airplane and it's similar to what we have 
already given to you. [Hands over Tab Gj 

Le Due Tho: Only now we can put it in practice. [Laughter] 

Xuan Thuys But it would be difficult for the plane to land now because the 
runway is damaged. 


cause 


— Kissin ff er : We must have been aiming at a different airport be 
we never hit the airport we want. 

Jk gJDuc Tho; But the airport you intended to land on it was hit. Phuc Yen. 
Dr* Kissinger; Phuc Yen. 

Le Due. Thp £ Phuc Yen. Gia Lam, too. But we will make an effort to 
repair it, to make it acceptable to the plane. 

» 

° fcourse - It will be a test of our friendship because the 
Special Adviser may make me land whether it is repaired or not. 

— — Th ° : But 1 had the thou S ht to have you land by parachute. [Laughter] 

Y ° U w Can T firm thGSe technical arrangements in the normal 
way with Sullivan. We will supply you a list of the people we will bring 

«- S *- °, ^ ° f them wil1 attend all meetings. We would like to brina 

an offmiai photographer with us, but you will see we will agree on the release 

of the pictures; neither side will release pictures except by common 
agreement. 
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Le Due Tho: I agree. 

• Dr. Kissinger: We would appreciate it if you would send us any proposals 
of a schedule that you might have. The subjects we have mentioned in our 
' note -- we agree essentially with you: the details of the economic re- 
construction, US/DRV relations, International Conference, and any other 
item either side wants to raise. 

Le Due Tho: I agree with you. These three items to be discussed, and 
besides that either side will raise any other questions. 

Dr. Kissinger: And we will exchange ideas about the actual operation of 
the ceasefire and it would be — of course it goes without saying -- that 
in the interval before my visit both sides should show great restraint in 
their propaganda towards each other and in their actions in Indochina. 

On the January 27 signing ceremony, I think Ambassador Sullivan and 
Minister Thach should work it out. We are bring our equivalent of Mr. Loi 
over here to work on the technical arrangements and he will be available 
starting tomorrow. He knows all the procedures that are required on 
our side. Do you want to keep the English copies overnight, too? 

Because some of our greatest successes we scored when we slipped pages 
into documents ! 

Le Due Tho: So we have the agenda for the items to be discussed. As to 
your activity during your stay in Hanoi, I think that when you come we can 
discuss it. , 

Dr. Kissinger: But can you send me an approximate proposal? It doesn't 
have to be very rigid. 

Le Due Tho: I can tell you roughly now. 

Dr. Kissinger: Yes. 

Le Due Tho: The items on the agenda, we will discuss, and then you will 
meet a number of our principal leaders to discuss all these questions. 

After this discussion then you may visit a number of places. 

Dr. Kissinger: I will let you choose those. 
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Le Due Tho: It can be agreed upon. I will let you decide whether you 
want it or not. 

Dr. Kissinger: Scenic places -- not places that are damaged. 

Le Due Tho : If you like it we can show you; if you don't like it, then no 
matter. 

P*' , ^ s £ ^g e f •' And we have given you our general concerns in this 
memorandum which you can discuss with Ambassador Sullivan. We leave 
the program up to you. May I make this suggestion, i wiU be interested 
and delighted to s e e something of North Vietnam, but may I suggest that 
each day I am there there are some meetings, then some time for seeing 

things. It would not be good in America if we had all meetings together 
and then two days for sightseeing. 

ke j D^cJTho; And it will be more relaxing this way of working. Maybe 
we discuss in the morning and in the afternoon we will be sightseeing. 

. ^ . ♦ -. Kissinger: Good. And we will have the same schedule when the 
Special Adviser comes to America. [Tho laughs] And the two Ministers. 
We have already arranged a poetry recital for the Minister. [Xuan Thuy 
laughs] All right. We are agreed now on the schedule of announcements. 
So on the January 2? signing ceremony we need have no further discussion. 

Simply to confirm, there will be preliminary talks about the Joint Military 

Commission in Pans after the initialing, and the advance party will arrive 

in Saigon on the 27th. After the signing. We better make it the 28th, 
after the signing here. 

Minis ter Thach: 27th, after the signing. 

—■ h Kis f in £ er: After the signing, the 27th, Paris time; that is the 28th, 
Saigon time. We should take no chances for an incident. Let us do it 
immediately after the signing. Let us say the morning of the 28th. The 

J J"? ,° n lh6 29th “ Saig0n ‘ And then the Special Adviser will 

be fulfilled. [Tho and Thach laugh] 
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The Two-Party Commission will grow out of the Four-Party Commission, 
and there will be a separate session of the two South Vietnamese members 
of the Four-Party Commission. 

r 

As for Avenue Kleber we will keep the delegations here. Arid then when I 
am in Hanoi we will discuss the future disposition, and we will consider 
your proposal about the_delegations heads. 

-ke.Dgc Tho: Would it be possible that now you will exchange views with 

the Saigon people and we will fix a date for the two South Vietnamese to 

meet after the signing? And then we will discuss it again when you visit 
Hanoi. 

Dr. Kissinger: They will meet before I visit Hanoi. They will certainly 
meet before I visit Hanoi. I said the future disposition of the Avenue Kleber 
forum should be discussed while I am in Hanoi. 

Le Due Tho; I agree. 

fiS - T — will mention it to the South Vietnamese government this 
week but we shall actively pursue it only after the signing. But I fully expect 

them to meet before I have been in Hanoi. Now I have covered all the points 
that I have. 

r 

Le Due Tho; Right. 

^ r » Kissinger: I have covered all the points I have. 

Le Due Tho; There is one left, .the last one. I will never forget it. 

Dr. Kissinger; Article 5. [Laughter] 

Le Due Tho; You have understood me. 

Dr. Kissinger; I am afraid I never understand not to understand the 
Special Adviser. [Kissinger, Negroponte, Aldrich confer on the rewording 
of the understanding on the ICCS and International Conference. Kissinger 
reads Engel's translation of the Vietnamese version.] 

I just want to read this understandings then we will get to the Special 
Adviser's favorite subject. May I just read a slight redraft in English 
of that understanding? "Nothing in the Protocol to the Agreement on 
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Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam concerning the International 
Commission of Control and Supervision shall prejudice Article 18 (b), (c) and (l| 
of the Agreement with respect to arrangements the International Conference 
is to make for the relationship between the International Commission and 
the International Conference. " [As typed up and agreed. Tab H] It is 
really almost the same, just slightly different. I bet in Vietnamese it is 
exactly the same. It is really just a slight change in English. 

m 

Minister Thach: It is the same. 


Le Due Tho: Yes. 

Dr. Kissinger; Now that we are quickly at the end of our work, I have 
found a strange phenomenon, Mr. Special Adviser: You are always difficult 
but you are especially difficult with respect to unilateral American under- 
takings for which there is no reciprocity. 

Le Due Tho: No, actually speaking this would be beneficial to both sides. 

Dr. Kissinger: Let me explain to you once again, Mr. Special Adviser, 
what our problem is. Our problem is that in matters of foreign policy 
which do not involve financial expenditures, the discretion of the President 
is relatively large. In matters that do involve expenditures the Congressional 
prerogatives are very jealously guarded. Therefore, we ha^e to express 
ourselves in a more guarded language with respect to those issues. On 
the other hand, I want to assure you that we are taking this problem 
extremely seriously and we recqgnize that the stability in Indochina depends 
on the ability of our two countries to work with each other with trust and 
confidence and that this is an essential component of this relationship. 

So we have accepted a few of your suggestions, by turning this into a 
Presidential message and by accepting a few other words that you proposed. 

But it is very difficult for us to change the basic thrust of our approach. 

Now what we may not have made adequately clear is that what we can do 
in concessional aid can amount to a very substantial amount. But to put 
down an amount grandly larger than we have put down would be total 
irresponsibility, because it is very unlikely that we could fulfill it. That 
would be almost 30% of our total aid bill to all the world. So here is the 
note [Hands over Tab I] that will be delivered to you on January 30. 

We have made it as a Presidential message. 
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Lg. Duc Tho.- Mr. Adviser, let me express-a few remarks. You are right 
when you said this is a matter of our concern. We are interested in it. 

“ if W i 1 tu the * oundation for the relationship between the two countries, 
u esi es at,it is the question that we have had so many destructions 

after so many years of war, therefore the reconstruction of our country 

^uthout repayment is a matter of course. So this work is the rehabilitation 

/°“ r e ^ onom y aAd the- reconstruction. As you know, the destructions 
and the damages caused by so many years of war are very great. 

~ r - : - K * s ' sin g e r: Excuse me, I just received my instructions. [Colonel 
Guay enters and gives Dr. Kissinger, an envelope. ] 

ve ' rv ' gr eat ° ' f ^ yearS ° f War> ** 7 ° U know » the losses are 

, g f, ’ therefore the amount of $3 billion is still not up to the same 

h r &S . ■. f osse s. Moreover, the grant* aid you will give us is not only 

benefmxal tx> us but also to. the United States, too. So we propose $4. 5 billior 

£4 g / hMi * $3 Mlli0n iS t0 ° little * Therefore i- You don't agree to 

$4. 5 billion at least it should be $4 billion. Besides this amount, as to 

aid> 1 WOUld P r °P° se that we would put "Besides this grant 
aid the two parties will agree on the form of the aid to be taken. " 

As to the Congressional customs I understand that what you said has some 
legal aspects m accordance with your Constitution, but if -ye put in this 
paper this provision, then what you call grant aid may become nothing -- 
i may be changed and it will no longer be an aid without payment -- because 
you can use the American Congress to prevent what you are obligated to 

°* er ®f ore * on this question I think that you and I will have this 
understanding but this should not be written in the paper. 

Dr. - Kissinger: What should not be written in the paper? 

_ ^e Due Tho ; What is mentioned about Congress, the Constitution. So 
propose that you and I, we understand that, but it can't be written in the 
paper. Because if it is written in the paper then what is said about the 

fo? ^ may C T e trUe * R may he fulfilled bu t it may not be fulfilled, 
too. So the grant aid we propose is something reasonable after so many 

years of war. It is not a very excessive proposal. 

T*l are tbe ^ 6W P oinfes 1 would like to raise with you in the message. 

But I have repeatedly mentioned it to you. To lay the foundation for the 
new re ationship between us. It is the minimum things we should go about 
to create ® me mutual trust, mutual confidence. These are only a few 


....... . . * 
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i Affprwards we have to discuss the details, and there will 

r OP °Tof„t'Econo^c Commission. So our proposal is something very 
be a Joint E that the Joint Economic Commission be set 

positive because we P P j. That is our desire to 

up one month after the signing of the Agreement. That is 

lay the foundations for a new relationship between us. 

nr Kissinger: Let me make a number Of comments. First, on the 

s H tution afpoint. ft is a new experience for you to deal with the 
Constitutional p i an<J nQ matter what we pat in this paper, 

American political P > s toD anv appropriation. 

whether this sentence is in or ou ' ongr ^. __ you should consider 

Therefore, your fears that we might use Congress y 

Thereto , y Congress is controlled by the opposition party, and 

HconT no matter what we write in this paper, if we w “ ted t0 f 'coMrss's 

With the congress we cannot law flat says ft X 

feels so strongly about its preroga i t f f ds £or which 

official of the United States agrees to the comimtme ears . 

there is no Congressional appropriation I can go to jail f J 

Tho laughs] And you don't want that before February 10, do you. 
don't want to disappoint you a second time! 

But let me make this proposal, which is really r the utmos * * *°* n 

•11 this sentence from the note, and then we win gi y 

understanding which says the President ^ 

achieve these goals but that he is bound by the American consti 

provision. As a separate note. _ 

Le Due Tho: I propose you delete the sentence m the ^ ^ 

will prop o se you to have this sentence written again as an understanding. 

* 1 
Dr. Kissinger: That is right. 

Le Due Tho: Like this, the same sentence. 

Dr. Kissinger: "The US wishes to point out that the implementation^ the 
Commission and the obligations of each member will be . . . A1 g . 

I agree. 

Le Due Tho: As to the amount, I have lengthily explained to you. Today 
we propose that it be $4 billion. 
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13 r. Kissinger: [Laughs] Let me say this. I believe that the concessional 
aid, which I understand Ambassador Sullivan has explained to you, could 
easily amount to $1 billion - $1 1/2 billion over five years. So that you 
would have a total amount of about $4 1/2 billion over five years. And 
I am prepared to put that in an understanding -- that it is our estimate 
that the concessional aid could amount in the area of $1 and $1 1/2 
billion, so this could amount to $4 1/2 billion. And if it is food grains 
there is in fact no repayment, so it is in effect grant aid. 

-Le Due Tho: Let me propose the following as a practical thing: As to 

the amount of grant aid I propose $3. ? billion; as to the other form, it will 

amount to $1 billion or $1.5 billion. But the form of the aid will be 
discussed later between the two parties. 

Dr. Kissinger: That is all right, but we don’t want to mention the sum. 

Le Due Tho: But $3. 5 -- as to the other form of aid from $1 billion to 
$1. 5 billion, we will discuss these things later as an understanding. 

PL* Kis singer: It is easier for us to go higher on the concessional aid. 

The difficulty is that $3 billion is about what we give to South Vietnam. 

Now it is almost impossible for us to promise .... 

Le Duc Tho: But the destructions of yours by so long years of war is great, 

so the amount we propose, $3. 5 billion, is very moderate. 

* 

Dr. Ki ssinger: Believe me, this is not something in executive discretion. 
This is a matter of the gravest problem for us domestically, to obtain the 
necessary funds. You will have read in the newspaper that the President 
has impounded money appropriated for domestic programs, and it is going 
to be almost impossible to explain why we give suns a t all to a country 
with which we have been at war and with which we still don’t have diplomatic 
relations. $3 billion is higher than any sum any of our Treasury people 
knew about or have agreed to. They are still thinking in terms of what I 
gave you last year. [Tho laughs] I am serious. 

.Le Due Tho. Last October you told me about $3 billion or more. 

Dr. Kissinger: That included concessional aid, concessional aid of $1 billion 
to $1.5 billion. At that time concessional aid was included in the $3 billion. 
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Le Due Tho; So let us figure $3. 5 billion and then $1 billion more of aid 

in other form. We discuss. Because it is the lowest requirement we put 

forward in comparison to the destruction. We put in then for this $1 billion, 

it will be agreed between the two parties that this aid will be granted, in 

what form. You have spent hundreds of billions during this war, and 

it is wasted money. It is a very small amount of money in comparison 

to the expenditures of the war. Moreover, it lays the foundations for 

the relationship between our two countries, and I think it is the first 

step in laying the foundations and in laying mutual trust between our two 
countries. 


You see > I could put down $10 billion; it doesn't make 
any difference. This is our difficulty. " 

— - DuC Tho: So 1 think that what we have proposed here is some moderate 
requirements, and moreover it is a very small amount in comparison 
to the expenditures you have made during the war, and the expenditures 
uring the war are wasteful money. So now you say that there will be 
$1. 5 billion of aid in other forms; so I propose that you shift $1/2 billion 
to the grant aid and use the other sum of $1 billion. 

Dr . Kissinger: We have more discretion with concessional aid. That is 

our difficulty. You see, with concessional aid we get a large sum and we 

have the discretion to apportion it; with grant aid we have to do it in each 

case independently. But wait until you have to deal with Otto # Passman 

of Louisiana, who is Chairman of the Committee who makes these 

appropriations. It will be an experience for you which will make you 
think of me with nostalgia. 4 

- '^-■•■P uc Ttl ° : So on ly proposal I am making is to shift $1/2 billion from 

aid of other form to the grant aid, because that will evidence your contri- 
bution to reconstruction of our country and to heal the wounds of war. 

And this amount is insignificant. 

Kissinger: But that isn't the point. Our problem is that we will have 
to ask for this money from the Congress, and frankly the Congress doesn't 

C t r \ ab < -° Ut ^° rth Vietnam half as much as ifc cares for its own states from 
which it is elected. And they will have a hell of a time explaining to their 

constituents why they are not voting money for ourselves but for other 
countries with which we have been at war. So you are not perceived in 
America as you perceive yourselves. Let me give you an example. We 
have given South Vietnam $585 million in aid in grant-type aid from us 
a year, and we have put down $15 million more for you. 
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Le Due Tho: Mr. Adviser, I am not satisfied with what you have been 
telling me on this question. I only think that the amount I propose to you 
is a moderate amount. I have been settling questions with you in a very 
easy manner and you are very difficult in this question. 

Dr. Kissinger: [Laughing] Mr. Special Adviser, no one is ever going 
to accuse you of settling problems in an easy manner. It took me two 
years of negotiations before you even 'sat us down to a green table. Let 
me make what is the maximum possible - - I don't know whether it is 
possible. If we say $625 million a year, that would make it $3 billion 
$250 million, but more than that would be absolutely out of the question. 

I am not haggling. You will see, Mr. Special Adviser, when you deal 
with America what you will be up against. 

Le Due Tho: So I provisionally agree with you to this amount. 

Dr. Kissinger: I give you my shirt, too. 

Le Due Tho: We will put it into the paper and we will discuss this later 
in Hanoi. 

Dr. Kissinger: Why don't you examine what your food needs will be, and 
discuss it with us when we come to Hanoi? 

Le Due Tho; To sum up, I propose to write in the message $3. 25 billion 
as grant aid but I will discuss further with you on this question when you 
visit Hanoi. Other forms of aid consisting of $1 to $1.5 billion, we will 
discuss it and we will agree on it between the two parties. 

Dr. Kissinger; Right, but we won't write it in the note. 

Le Due Tho: But if you can write it in the paper it would be better. 

Dr. Kissinger: I think we can achieve an understanding on it when we 
are in Hanoi. We will discuss it. You must give us some flexibility with 
our Congress. You can make me write a note which will totally destroy 
any possibility of getting anything. 

Le Due Tho: I agree with you. Now the aid under other forms will amount 
to $1. 5 billion, but we will discuss the details, the modalities, when you 
visit Hanoi, but it will be written in the understanding here between us. 
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Dr. Kissinger: It will not be written. 

Mr. Thach: Not written in the message but the understanding. 

Dr. Kissinger: We will-give you this message, minus that one sentence 
about our constitutional process. We will hand you a written understanding 
without a message saying "in accordance with its constitutional provisions," 
separate from the message. And then we hand you another piece of paper 
saying "the concessional aid could amount to the range of $1 to $1.5 
billion, depending on the requirements in food and other matters. " And 

all of this will be handed to you on January 30. If we can get an appoint- 
ment. 

-Ke.P uc Tho: There is one point, Mr. Adviser, we propose in the second 
understanding you will write "other forms of aid, the $1.5 billion, the 

modalities will be agreed upon between the two parties. " We don't need 
the word "concessional. " 

D £ ._Kis singer: All right. We thought we could get a free port in Haiphong 
out of it. ^ 6 

LeJOuc Tho: I propose to put the paragraph regarding the setting up of 

the Economic Joint Commission after the paragraph dealing with the 
principles, as we have proposed. 

t 

^ r * — Kissinger: It is too late. I have thrown my text away. 

Le D ue Tho; We have combined the two texts. 

Dr. Kissinger: Explain that to me again, Mr. Special Adviser. I just 
want you to know that you have full responsibility for the fact that the 
schedule isn't being kept. I don't understand what you are talking about. 

, I see. You would like our paragraph 4 to precede paragraph 2 and 3. 

In other words, you would like to say "The Government . . " 

That is all right. I agree. In other words you would like our paragraph 4 

to become paragraph 2. You would like the amount to be the second 
paragraph. Is that correct? 

Le Due Tho: Yes, what I propose is that the paragraph dealing with the 
setting up of the Joint Commission will become point 3 and 4. 

TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 



* l * «- « *V ♦/, . <, ♦ 


; . wr 


% 

TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 




fwpioducedatihbNaucno 

1 • {* ’* J / ‘ 

’ ' V* •fftif&y ;*/. 


- 28 - 


I agree. I have agreed with you. 

_ Le Due Tho: Another point Mr A<-?< • • 

conditions attached, - not -'without political oTr Pr ° P ° Se ’' without 

political conditions attached. " 

Dr. Kissinger: We can't do that tm 0 • • 

t ■ ■ ■“ S SU1Clde f ° r It's total suicide 

Le Due Thn. > nir;u. , 

a Without conditions attached, " not the .. DoI> . , 

the Poetical conditions. " 

j~* _ s singer: I understand that r , 

do that. We can drop the whole phrLe “ f ' rSt time ' ^ can't 

MDucTko: [Laughs] So, "without conditions attached? " 

^^^^^^tou^any^pol^jca^conditio^s.'^Or wsT can TropTthe phra'se.^ ^ 

of the mo^f-howit Ts'speJ . 01 ^ «»' 3 Je ha, re to make sonfe accounting 
ogress is going to accuse us 7 without any conditions" the 

Le ^ ’ There are no °ther conditions. 

^bmion zvLir derstanding 

Dr . - without any conditions. " 

^^agree^ent ^ned. SUiCide With ° Ur ingress. There has to be a 

Sullivan is a saboteur. 

Ambassador Tf 

liquor. We won't permit that. 6 ^ SP6nd the mone 7 on women and 

Minister Thp • al 
— — - -Luacn: i\Jo we 1 7 L . 

th.s money for useful purposes. 

^reconstrultifnp/ogWm t^co"; tr ucttVe 1 fln “ t that W6 WlU "PP-oach 

aaasssu 
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Le Due Tho: All right. So I agree with you now. 

I 

Dr. Kissinger^ Right, Mr. Special Adviser. 

Le Due Tho: Now let me sum up 0 So now the grant aid will be $3 billion 
$250 million; then there will be an understanding on the $1. 5 billion. 

Dr. Kissinger: $1 to $1.5 billion, in that range. 

Le Due Tho: $1 to $1. 5 billion of aid.' 

Dr. Kissinger: Just a few more buffalo. 

Le Due Tho: The two parties will agree on the modalities of this form 
of aid. There will be some things outside the paper regarding the sentence 
about the constitutional customs. Now, the order regarding the Joint 
Economic Commission. 

Dr. Kissinger: Paragraph 4 will become paragraph 2. 

Le Due Tho: Point 2 becomes 3. 

Dr. Kissinger: Point 2 becomes 3 and point 3 becomes 4. The old point 4 
becomes 2; the old point 2 becomes 3 and the old point 3 becomes 4. The 
old point 5 remains unchanged; [Laughter] And if the message is more 
than one page we will number the pages and staple them together. [Laughter] 

Le Due Tho: I agree with you now, and you can put ’’without the political 
conditions attached. M 

P r * Kissinger: And now, unless I break my hand on the way to the bathroom, 
we can initial it. [Laughter] 

Le Due Tho: To phrase it cautiously, you can refer to objective necessities! 
[Laughter] 

Dr. Kissinger: Can we take a five-minute break? A very brief break. 

Le Due Tho; And so you redraft that message and Ambassador Sullivan and 
Minister Thach will redo it once again. 
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Dr, Kissinger: I will send it to Ambassador Sullivan from Washington. 

You will have it Thursday morning. Maybe tomorrow. I may be able 
to. send it from the plane. No later than Thursday morning. 

Le Due Tho: So Ambassador Sullivan and Minister Thach will have agreed 
to that before hand, and then the message we have only to acknowledge it. 

Dr. Kissinger: Exactly. It is imperative, though, that there is no publicity 
about this message. Let me explain one other thing. We will start this 
program with relatively smaller sums in order to get the principle 
established. The first time we go to Congress it will be only a part of 
a year. But that is only our internal problem. We will discuss it in detail in 
Hanoi. 

[There was a brief break from 12:42 - 12:45 p. m. The group reconvened 
at the table at 12:45. The photographers and cameramen were admitted. 

The initialing of the Agreement began at 12:45 and lasted until about 12:55. 
When all the copies were initialed -- The English and Vietnamese, the 
two-party and four-party versions, the Agreement and the protocols -- 
Le Due Tho and Dr. Kissinger made the following closing remarks.] 

Le Due Tho: Mr. Adviser, we have been negotiating for almost five 
years now. I can say this is now the beginning of a new atmofphere between 
us; It is also the first stone which marks »our new relationship between 
our two countries, although the official signing ceremony will take place 
in a few days time. The restoration of peace is the aspiration of the 
Vietnamese people, the American people and also the people of the world. 

So today we have accomplished our work. I talked to your Government 
through you and you talked to my Government through me. We, both of us, 
should not forget this historical day. Because it is a long distance and 
difficult way before we come to this, but now we have overcome all these 
difficulties. It is a subject for satisfaction between us, for you and for 
me. And the Agreement will be officially signed in a few days. I solemn- 
lylrespect [sic]::t here to you that we will strictly implement the Agreement. 

I think that both of us should do the same, if lasting peace is to be maintained 
in Vietnam and in Southeast Asia. 
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Dr, Kissinger: Thank you, Mr. Special Adviser. 

Mr. Special Adviser, our two peoples have suffered a great deal. There 
have been many painful moments and much destruction. You and I have 
had the great honor of putting an end to this. It is something we can 
never forget. 

. 

But our work will not be complete unless we bring a lasting peace to 
the people of Indochina, and an atmosphere of reconciliation between the 
people of North Vietnam and the people of the United States. I would 
like also solemnly to promise you that we will strictly implement the 
Agreement. Beyond that, we shall dedicate ourselves to the improvement 
of the relationship between our two countries. I think you and I have a 
special relationship and a special obligation in this respect. So our 
work today completes cur negotiations. And I hope that we will be able 
to look back to this day as the point which marked the beginning of 
friendship between the people of North Vietnam and the United States. 

Thank you, Mr. Special Ad vis er, Mr. Minister. 

[The meeting ended at 1:20 p. m. After warm handshakes, the two 
delegations went outside together, posed together for the press in a light 
misty rain, and then departed. ] 
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